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Meet the 2026-2027 WGO President, President-Elect,
and Governing Council

Itis with great pride and excitement that WGO announces its new leadership for the 2026-
2027 term, elected during the General Assembly meeting held in Melbourne, Australia, in
September 2025.

Professor Carolina Olano, President

Dr. Carolina Olano, MD, MSc (Ed), is Professor of Gastroenterology
and Director of the Department of Gastroenterology at the
Universidad de la Republica (UDELAR), in Montevideo, Uruguay. As
WGQO's second female president, she is the first woman from the
Americas region to hold the position. With specialinterests in
intestinal diseases and medical education, she brings to the role both
deep expertise and a strong commitment to WGO's emphasis on

educational programs.

Throughout her many years of volunteering with WGO, Dr. Olano has
held several

roles within the organization, including Secretary General, Chair of the Scientific Program
Committee, Train the Trainers faculty member, and member of the IBS and Celiac Disease
guidelines task forces. Her broad experience across WGQ's program areas has provided
her with unique insight into the organization and has guided the development of the four
pillars that define her term: Belonging, Excellence, Sustainability, and Transparency
(BEST).

Dr. Olano received Fellow status from the American Gastroenterological Association in
2016 and the Rome Foundation in 2022. She is a member of the Rome V Overlap Working
Team (Rome Foundation) and the International Relationships Committee of the Pan-
American Gastroenterology Organisation. Dr. Olano also serves as co-editor of Endoscopy
International Open and a member of the Nature Reviews Gastroenterology and
Hepatology journal advisory committee. She has held several leadership positions in the
Uruguayan Society of Gastroenterology, including President, Secretary, and President of
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International Affairs.

In her inaugural address, Dr. Olano reflects on the honor of being named president with
gratitude, writing, "l begin this journey with profound respect for the distinguished leaders
who have guided WGO over the years, and with appreciation for the unwavering dedication
of our Governing Council, our member societies, our global partners, and the countless
colleagues and volunteers who have built and sustained this remarkable organization."
Click here to read her full message.

Professor Vivek Kaul, President-Elect

Dr. Vivek Kaul, MD, FACG, FASGE, AGAF, NYSGEF, is Professor of
Medicine in the Gastroenterology & Hepatology Division at the
University of Rochester Medical Center in Rochester, NY, USA and
brings a distinguished record of clinical expertise, leadership,
scholarship, and service to the global gastroenterology community.
His clinical, research, and medical education efforts are focused on

Therapeutic Endoscopy, Barrett’s/Esophageal cancer, and
Pancreaticobiliary disease. He is a Pl or co-investigator for several
national and international trials in endoscopy and pancreatic and
esophageal disease, including NIH funded trials.

Dr. Kaul has served in leadership roles in several gastroenterology and endoscopy
professional societies within the United States (ACG, AGA, ASGE). Most recently, he
served as Secretary General for WGO and has been a member of the WGO Governing
Council, and the Executive and Finance Committees. He is past chair of the WGO
Endoscopy Committee and is a member of the Climate Change Committee. He has
contributed to several WGO initiatives over the years, including mentorship programs, TTT
workshops, and World Congresses of Gastroenterology. In addition, Dr. Kaul has also
helped develop several new global collaborative partnerships centered around education,
training, and professional development in gastroenterology.

As President-Elect, Dr. Kaul will work closely with WGO President Dr. Carolina Olano and
the WGO Governing Council and Executive Committee to advance WGO’s mission of
promoting digestive health worldwide through education, training, and advocacy.

With a career dedicated to improving gastrointestinal care and fostering international
collaboration, Dr. Kaul’s vision aligns with WGO’s commitment to equity, excellence, and
global partnership. “l am very humbled and honored to be able to serve in this role and will
do everything | can to further the legacy and missions of the WGO with the help and
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goodwill of our incredibly talented colleagues on the WGO team and around the world,"
said Kaul.

WGO congratulates Drs. Olano and Kaul on their well-deserved appointments and
looks forward to their leadership in helping shape the future of gastroenterology
around the world.

Please join us in welcoming the members of the
2026-2027 WGO Governing Council:
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Director At-Large

Professor Dan Dumitrascu
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Professor Kelly Burak
Canada

Chair, Endoscopy Chair, Hepatology
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Professor Nazish Butt Professor Alice Lee

Pakistan Australia



https://urhzi9abb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bbKainzRqXvMmi1FUsFF_6OuULQswgcuKG_y3QYsD0beE66ldX6jL-i4B6gIo3hzr0Wyt2iMmA0wiCYmLYYfOzgcH8iOsmWp_JL1j0qXpcUkb6B_wMo-ULNuX33bWaLhYCk4KkiI0DjxnKh1pt0zJlqC-NNe_xxHX0driSQtJGA7GfSufud5MfDxfKij6pUdOWfAGdmOfggQSAcayDmYZoqduidUTjAjlXW-EewOcaY3s0r6k2Bp1Q==&c=Lf6t3-qhkTAhG6IDgclYbvwbid5W6LJdZ0RwOuQpRGP_YwcrHs9rlg==&ch=qsCrA9tYtWCpuiYJDV6kYr90D-yhC6W_iXT0wMLFpM7ubySKnS5qeg==
https://urhzi9abb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bbKainzRqXvMmi1FUsFF_6OuULQswgcuKG_y3QYsD0beE66ldX6jL-i4B6gIo3hzeZXuwl6RN4N5o3iX-7SH-jjeRTTMxfIt8xoTpk-pAuYHv36SuROuF1wbDstgnp5_UjplB9-LsIQ4aDBEDsCHFRgegKrmH4_8znQ1TvZBl0VcwVZ0eAebOok7Zw9uLVTTwiIpBSEJSNNBya-7KealN_F_M9SARKvflr6vXzwFmY8=&c=Lf6t3-qhkTAhG6IDgclYbvwbid5W6LJdZ0RwOuQpRGP_YwcrHs9rlg==&ch=qsCrA9tYtWCpuiYJDV6kYr90D-yhC6W_iXT0wMLFpM7ubySKnS5qeg==
https://urhzi9abb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bbKainzRqXvMmi1FUsFF_6OuULQswgcuKG_y3QYsD0beE66ldX6jL-i4B6gIo3hzikAARki6VzNBxMhto1cplVPt9xyeeCwCbwpmhpggG1IJe80jVGGlDdouzSwOO6WiQyJP6_iVMy1rdYixifxwwkhIWmfpC2rbdLCeiCA5ESvZjP4jUeIUM6rd8Urw-z6blq1jzVgOwtntZJmTUTWUj1fg-QkjUdVmK3b5_ROtcc8=&c=Lf6t3-qhkTAhG6IDgclYbvwbid5W6LJdZ0RwOuQpRGP_YwcrHs9rlg==&ch=qsCrA9tYtWCpuiYJDV6kYr90D-yhC6W_iXT0wMLFpM7ubySKnS5qeg==
https://urhzi9abb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bbKainzRqXvMmi1FUsFF_6OuULQswgcuKG_y3QYsD0beE66ldX6jL-i4B6gIo3hzB5lardM329QDZFbbNyXtGWhPYFIak97MAXSBcWM7lmCdQx-kCCq7Z8u_FraGs_I9rEv8ZeNQZxAWIT6Upnmk1TLfhcfTt2CSPRUTsls93Cj-M72a8BZxigWORtlh4lGzLZz6mzZT4XRqzU25PEYGOQvTBpRy9YsuTeGP56Kzduk=&c=Lf6t3-qhkTAhG6IDgclYbvwbid5W6LJdZ0RwOuQpRGP_YwcrHs9rlg==&ch=qsCrA9tYtWCpuiYJDV6kYr90D-yhC6W_iXT0wMLFpM7ubySKnS5qeg==

Chair, Media and
Community Engagement
Committee

~ Chair, IBD Committee
Professor Susana Lopes
Portugal Professor Tony Tham

Ireland

. . . Chair, Training Centers
Chair, Train the Trainers

X Committee
Committee

Professor Luis Carlos
Sabbagh
Colombia

Professor Wojciech Marlicz
Poland

Chair, Young Gl
Committee

Professor Georgiana-
Emmanuela Gilca-Blanariu
Romania



https://urhzi9abb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bbKainzRqXvMmi1FUsFF_6OuULQswgcuKG_y3QYsD0beE66ldX6jL-i4B6gIo3hzvUQW8Je9gIN6pd4v1w4-Pz2eGrCK3wKSXh8GRJKdrnomQo6r5Fx3HWwdgYPEZ4xUpdfUXcwb0ToPmBbO-bqEtjR-6NDlojzZhg5IK2sqSZPIWkrYoEbT1ALmoRe_DdmroJvYXmxEnSBlgH_U2O0qbTG9P2KOm2Qy9APj6nCDqGMHr_JGNAYL9g==&c=Lf6t3-qhkTAhG6IDgclYbvwbid5W6LJdZ0RwOuQpRGP_YwcrHs9rlg==&ch=qsCrA9tYtWCpuiYJDV6kYr90D-yhC6W_iXT0wMLFpM7ubySKnS5qeg==
https://urhzi9abb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bbKainzRqXvMmi1FUsFF_6OuULQswgcuKG_y3QYsD0beE66ldX6jL-i4B6gIo3hzJczTG5lkLPPnSwQkj7IOIfrdj5BpvFhAIj6AYNH4qcu4UT-ij0g6yGSiM1l0Zvl_eFDAYgbJ-UAmajPwfH_NoHk-mWqZSVJWP7_KHVW5yhZEryb_Z91oTtdHBsJ72c5eG26xowciZNb6Z7dkLTK_KSL80_lDJLqGPPGV4D31n3DZGo9Fv0imfQ==&c=Lf6t3-qhkTAhG6IDgclYbvwbid5W6LJdZ0RwOuQpRGP_YwcrHs9rlg==&ch=qsCrA9tYtWCpuiYJDV6kYr90D-yhC6W_iXT0wMLFpM7ubySKnS5qeg==
https://urhzi9abb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bbKainzRqXvMmi1FUsFF_6OuULQswgcuKG_y3QYsD0beE66ldX6jL-i4B6gIo3hzng-kT0rlkHPuPYcz_14t-Y6lcl1pMPoHWzV5-FE8WejB1HE6Rp-pC2h45lxsCEflP4iS_Lh-wVWKgxKUPuldSWBfr2Shru_fhthgs6h6i_UOn5fsGg8YW0AgblcSCJoGhOCE09y75_ohGgjUyppl8pUaxXcU6tBG64KIrInDuq0m-ItD4DKSMjl_FSBJTDYSXyFobSoWhEI=&c=Lf6t3-qhkTAhG6IDgclYbvwbid5W6LJdZ0RwOuQpRGP_YwcrHs9rlg==&ch=qsCrA9tYtWCpuiYJDV6kYr90D-yhC6W_iXT0wMLFpM7ubySKnS5qeg==
https://urhzi9abb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bbKainzRqXvMmi1FUsFF_6OuULQswgcuKG_y3QYsD0beE66ldX6jL-i4B6gIo3hz4CU98frUGWC6dWUY7wycz4q9qB7iRzYMbGAKOf310RYVfNuE15WvkrqGdQUXCzhIzTXBxnfk3Zhva_Ph0L-ba4Aql6_QKEktFzNTPamO362kCUNPdNMuDyW-alcJaUqnJS9dc53yZfyCjyHfTh_ygICMD7iBQAevosBHosU62_uQcXKaqs2tQAfKYWWQpWgL&c=Lf6t3-qhkTAhG6IDgclYbvwbid5W6LJdZ0RwOuQpRGP_YwcrHs9rlg==&ch=qsCrA9tYtWCpuiYJDV6kYr90D-yhC6W_iXT0wMLFpM7ubySKnS5qeg==
https://urhzi9abb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bbKainzRqXvMmi1FUsFF_6OuULQswgcuKG_y3QYsD0beE66ldX6jL-i4B6gIo3hzX29TIaPoAtqT10U5NM8vzEluitw60wP_feDewA5N0enBB5Bjd2fbPA7o1ZGxCPHwzH0OmHsnE7Z2Xd7qPZZZbt0sXDNLioblwXgimEeJfyZ6Twnn_boFe26JyF5v-oBxoFUkhtuXmlftggjdDl64BiJu3RoIlnBjUVDG8Y2X0o1Qw3mjdX7YqA==&c=Lf6t3-qhkTAhG6IDgclYbvwbid5W6LJdZ0RwOuQpRGP_YwcrHs9rlg==&ch=qsCrA9tYtWCpuiYJDV6kYr90D-yhC6W_iXT0wMLFpM7ubySKnS5qeg==

